
Common Core State Standards-California 

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 

Educational standards describe what students should know and be able to do in each subject in each grade. In 

California, the State Board of Education decides on the standards for all students, from kindergarten through 

high school. 

Since 2010, 45 states have adopted the same standards for English and math. These standards are called the 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS). Having the same standards helps all students get a good education, 

even if they change schools or move to a different state. Teachers, parents, and education experts designed the 

standards to prepare students for success in college and the workplace. 

The video "A New Foundation for Student Success" , commissioned by the Hunt Institute and the Council of 

Chief State School Officers (CCSSO), provides an introduction to the Common Core State Standards. 

Adopted Common Core State Standards For: 

1. English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 

2. Mathematics 

 

  CHANGES IN STATE TESTING 

California Schools will begin transition away from the paper based STAR test to web based Smarter Balanced 

Assessments. The new innovative assessment system for mathematics and English language arts/literacy will 

be aligned with the Common Core State Standards and will help prepare students for college and careers. With 

this new assessment system, not only will there be an end of the year summative assessment, there will also be 

a digital library of formative assessment strategies and practices for teachers to improve day-to-day assessment 

activities and enhance classroom instruction.  

Smarter Balanced Assessment System 

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium is a multistate consortium working collaboratively to develop a 

student assessment system aligned with a common core of academic content standards for English language 

arts/literacy and mathematics. As a Smarter Balanced governing state, California is a decision-making 

member. Smarter Balanced assessments are designed to measure student progress toward college and career 

readiness.  

Practice Tests and Sample Items 

Practice Tests 

The Smarter Balanced Practice Tests are now available for grades three through eight and grade eleven in 

English-language arts and mathematics. The Practice Tests provide a preview of the Smarter Balanced 

assessments, but do not reflect the full range of content that students may encounter on the actual assessments. 

Sample Items and Performance Tasks 

The samples on the Smarter Balanced Web site illustrate the rigor and complexity of the English-language 

arts/literacy and mathematics items and performance tasks students will encounter on the Smarter Balanced 

assessments. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IGD9oLofks#t=25
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/ccssmathstandardaug2013.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/practicetest.asp
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/

